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from Carson in the following year, when the former was
removed for ever from the bitterness of Parliamentary strife.
Presiding over the Primrose League, in the heart of the Tory
citadel, Carson went out of his way to refer to the dead
Attorney-General. " It is to me a real personal loss. He was
an enemy and at the same time a great and dear friend. We
have been opposed to each other very many times in the
Law Courts, and we had bitter hostilities in the House of
Commons, but during all the long years we were never any-
thing but the greatest real friends. I mourn his loss, and
I think the public does too."
There are, perhaps, two main tenets, the protection of
property and the maintenance of the British Empire under
the Crown, for which modern English Conservatism stands.
These ideas were also the mainsprings of Carson's mature
political faith, and they arc to be found clearly expressed in
all his political speeches. His best years and abilities were
given to the latter cause in special relation to the Union
between Britain and Ireland ; but the new contentment in
Ireland arising from the Conservative land reforms and the
decision of the Liberal Government not to introduce as yet
a third Home Rule Bill, enabled him for a time to go outside
the main stream of his political life, and to give his advocacy
to the former theme. For the Conservative the safe possession
of property is, after the protection of life itself, the distin-
guishing mark of civilised society, and one of the first duties
of the State is to ensure it. The root objection to Mr. Lloyd
George's legislation with regard to licensing and the taxa-
tion of land in his " people's budget" was that it was of a
confiscatory nature. The possession of property in some form
is widely distributed over the citizens of Great Britain, and
the suspicion that the State, instead of protecting property,
was actually confiscating it, undoubtedly led to the reaction
among the myriads Interested in property in one form or
another, which again gave the balance of power to the
Irish Party and brought back the Irish question as the one
dominant issue. Moreover, had not the veto of the House of
Lords complicated the issue, and estranged a large mass of